
VIETNAM WAR WEBQUEST 

***DO NOT WRITE ON THIS SHEET*** 
 

Directions: Answer all questions/items in your own words using complete sentences. Use 

the sites listed above each question/question set to answer the questions. 

 
BACKGROUND 
http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/473 

1. Use the information from “Vietnam: Historical background” to summarize the history of Vietnam before United 

States intervention in the 1960s. You may answer using a few sentences. 

 

 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-president-pledges-support-to-south-vietnam 

2. Under what conditions did President Eisenhower get the United States involved in Vietnam? 

 

 

https://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK/JFK-in-History/Vietnam.aspx 

3. How did President Kennedy continue the U.S. government’s involvement in Vietnam? 

  

 

http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/timeline.htm 

4. Who became President of South Vietnam in 1955? How did he achieve this position? 

5. When do the Vietminh (communist forces) start using guerilla warfare in South Vietnam against 400 South 

Vietnamese officials? 

6. What happens to Diem in 1963? 

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1954-eisenhower-vietnam1.html; 

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/ps14.htm 

7. Read Eisenhower’s letter to Diem (found at this link http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1954-eisenhower-

vietnam1.html); then read JFK’s letter to Diem (found at this link 

https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/ps14.htm).  

a. When was each document written?  

b. What was the purpose of Eisenhower’s support for Diem? 

c. How does Kennedy’s letter differ from Eisenhower’s letter? 

 

 

ESCALATION 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1961-1968/gulf-of-tonkin 

8. Explain the Gulf of Tonkin incident and its result(s). In your answer discuss how the incident influenced U.S. 

escalation in Vietnam.  

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

http://100photos.time.com/photos/eddie-adams-saigon-execution 

9. View the photograph “Saigon Execution” (at the site listed above) and answer the following questions.  

a. What is the back story for this photograph (read the summary of events below the photograph)? 

b. When was this image taken? 

c. Where was this image taken? 

d. Why do you think this image was taken? Does it try to convey a message or idea? What 

emotions does this image elicit? 

 

 

http://www.learnnc.org/lp/pages/473
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/u-s-president-pledges-support-to-south-vietnam
https://www.jfklibrary.org/JFK/JFK-in-History/Vietnam.aspx
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/timeline.htm
http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1954-eisenhower-vietnam1.html
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/ps14.htm
http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1954-eisenhower-vietnam1.html
http://sourcebooks.fordham.edu/mod/1954-eisenhower-vietnam1.html
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/acad/intrel/pentagon2/ps14.htm
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1961-1968/gulf-of-tonkin
http://100photos.time.com/photos/eddie-adams-saigon-execution


BATTLEFIELD CONDITIONS 
http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/guerrilla/ 

10. How did China and the Soviet Union assist Viet Cong forces? 

11. How were “dud” American bombs used against U.S. forces? 

12. Explain Vietcong/ NLF use of tunnels in guerilla warfare.  

 

 

https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/agent-orange-in-vietnam-program/what-is-agent-orange/ 

13. What is Agent Orange? 

14. Why was Agent Orange used during the Vietnam War? 

15. What impact did Agent Orange usage have on the environment in Vietnam? Be specific in your answer; number of 

acres sprayed/destroyed, acres of crops destroyed etc. 

16. What impact did Agent Orange usage have on humans? Be specific in your answer.  

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

http://www.vanityfair.com/news/photos/2006/08/nachtwey_photoessay200608#1 

17. Look through the slideshow of the images on this site. The people photographed are the children/grandchildren of 

soldiers and civilians exposed to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War. List the names and summarize the story of 

SIX of the individuals featured in the slideshow.  

 

 

OPPOSITION AT HOME/AMERICAN SOCIETY IN THE ‘60S 

http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-was-the-counterculture-of-the-1960s-and-70s.html 

18. What is “counterculture” in general? 

19. Summarize the overview given on this site of the Counterculture Movement of the ‘60s and ‘70s.  

20. Explain several of the successes of the Counterculture Movement.  

 

 
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/antiwar.html 

21. What tactics did antiwar activists use in protesting the Vietnam War? (hint: look in the Tom Wells section of the 

page) 

22. Explain the meaning of this quote from the Mark Barringer section of the page, “A unique situation arose in which 

most Americans supported the cause but opposed the leaders, methods, and culture of protest.” 

23. What impact did the American movement against the Vietnam War have on the Johnson administration and the Nixon 

administration? (hint: look in the Tom Wells section of the page)  

 

 

PRIMARY SOURCE 

http://100photos.time.com/photos/john-paul-filo-kent-state-shootings 

24. View the photograph “Kent State Shootings” (at the site listed above) and answer the following questions.  

a. What is the back story for this photograph (read the summary of events below the photograph)? 

b. When was this image taken? 

c. Where was this image taken? 

d. Why do you think this image was taken? Does it try to convey a message or idea? What 

emotions does this image elicit? 

 

1968 
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/tet-offensive 

ANSWERS ARE FOUND IN THE TEXT BELOW THE VIDEO CLIP 

25. What were the goals of the Tet Offensive? 

26. Why could U.S. forces/South Vietnamese claim a victory over the Tet Offensive? 

27. Why could North Vietnamese forces claim the Tet Offensive helped their cause? 

 

 

 

http://www.pbs.org/battlefieldvietnam/guerrilla/
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/programs/agent-orange-in-vietnam-program/what-is-agent-orange/
http://www.vanityfair.com/news/photos/2006/08/nachtwey_photoessay200608#1
http://www.worldatlas.com/articles/what-was-the-counterculture-of-the-1960s-and-70s.html
http://www.english.illinois.edu/maps/vietnam/antiwar.html
http://100photos.time.com/photos/john-paul-filo-kent-state-shootings
http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/tet-offensive


http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/my-lai-massacre 
28. Summarize the events surrounding the “My Lai Massacre.” 

29. Why did the massacre eventually stop? 

30. How did the public come to know about the events of the My Lai Massacre? 

31. What happened to Lieutenant William L. Calley? 

32. What was the impact of My Lai on American morale and home front? 

 

http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/1996/conventions/chicago/facts/chicago68/index.shtml 

33. Where was the 1968 Democratic National Convention held? 

34. Who were the four Democratic candidates mentioned in the article? 

35. What preceding events contributed to tension at the convention? 

36. Why did Hubert Humphrey believe his nomination was in jeopardy even though he had at least 100 more delegates 

than he needed to gain the Democratic nomination? 

37. On what two conditions did violence outside the convention focus?  

38. Describe the “Battle of Michigan Avenue.” 

 

 

END OF THE VIETNAM WAR 
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1969-1976/ending-vietnam 

39. What was Nixon’s expectation regarding Vietnam when he took office in 1969? 

40. What was Vietnamization? 

41. Explain the conditions under which the United States withdrew from the Vietnam Conflict. 

 

 

AFTERMATH OF THE VIETNAM WAR 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3469 

42. What effect did the Vietnam War have on the U.S. economy? 

43. Explain the War Powers Act. 

44. What impact did the war have on the Democratic Party? 

45. What impact did the Vietnam War have on American foreign policy?  

 

http://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/my-lai-massacre
http://www.cnn.com/ALLPOLITICS/1996/conventions/chicago/facts/chicago68/index.shtml
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1969-1976/ending-vietnam
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/disp_textbook.cfm?smtID=2&psid=3469

